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Jarod Bryant
Carolina Friends 2020, 

S. Garner High School 2024,
Winston-Salem State 2028

Nnamdi Ogboko
Triangle Day 2020, 

S. Garner High School 2024,
University of Georgia 2028

Taleah Fields
Triangle Day 2020, 

Williams High School 
IB Program 2024,

UNC-Charlotte 2028

Matthew Brew
Triangle Day 2024,

Riverside High School 
Engineering Program 2028

Reagan Hubbard
Triangle Day 2024, 

City of Medicine Academy 2028



9th-12th GRADES: Free one-to-one academic coaching; have 
mentoring opportunities to younger students.

8th GRADE: Scholars receive assistance with choosing high 
schools, connecting with admissions teams, and completing 
high school applications. Scholars are also connected with 
mentorship opportunities.

4th and 5th GRADES: Free one-to-one academic 
coaching all year; access to summer camps including Hill 
Summer Camp and S2S Summer Camp; assistance to 
parents with applications to independent schools.

3rd GRADE: Free one-to-one academic coaching all year.

5-8th GRADES: Scholars attending independent schools 
receive free one-to-one academic coaching all year and 
participate in “Success & Support,” a program of cultural 
affirmation, career discussions with professionals, emotional 
support, and fun with other S2S kids. Parents join the Parent 
Advisory Council for support programs. Free after school 
transportation to BGCDOC, Durham.

Supporting promising, ambitious elementary and 
middle school students to enroll and thrive in 

independent middle schools so that they are prepared 
to succeed in any high school they choose and be on 

the path to college and the future they envision.

S2S Provides a Scaffold of Services for Students to Succeed in High School and College



I have learned a lot during these last 4 yrs of school and am happy I was 
able to attend TDS. I made new friends and some of them I will continue to 
go to high school with at Riverside. I remember coming to TDS in 5th grade 
and it was different and sometimes very challenging. But I challenged myself 
to make friends with almost everyone in my class and we all are still friends 
now. Because of S2S helping me into TDS, I gained many new experiences I 
have shared with my friends. I have had a lot of great times with them and 
overall great times at Triangle Day School.

This year I’m really proud of myself, because I worked very independently 
to manage my workload. I have learned to advocate for myself much 
more when I don’t understand a subject. My learning skills in classes have 
improved and I know my teachers really want me to succeed. My favorite 
subject is History and understanding Algebra is becoming easier. S2S has 
impacted me with great opportunities to participate in the Duke Pre-College 
Marine Lab this summer for a week. So this will be another opportunity to 
learn something new and make new friends.

Matthew Brew
8th grader, Triangle Day school

What impact has S2S had on my success,  
in both school and my community?

“My son 
Matthew Brew has been involved 

with S2S since 2019 and was selected to join the 
Triangle Day School community for grades 5th–8th. This will be 

Matt’s last year attending TDS. I believe he has definitely benefited from the 
education he has received thus far. My hope is he will continue his educational 

journey utilizing the skills he has acquired in his thinking and how to advocate for 
himself in learning. Attending TDS has given him new experiences and opportunities that 

may not have been possible to have if he had not been there. He has gained confidence on 
certain subject matters and independence in doing his work without assistance. He is well 

balanced. I believe being socially diverse, he can flow in any arena now.

Matt is open-minded and respectful of everyone. This definitely shows in the community 
when he is out in various atmospheres. So the opportunity S2S has provided to attend 
THIS school, I think has definitely impacted his educational journey in a very positive 

way. If he had not attended I think he would be a different person on a 
different path. But now I think he has enough positive skills to advocate 

for himself as he continues his journey to high school at 
Riverside High School of Engineering.”Robin Stewart

Matthew’s Mother



What impact has S2S had on my success,  
in both school and my community?

Lashonda George
Reagan’s Mother

Students to Scholars has impacted my success by giving me 
opportunities for better schooling and for advancement in life. It 
has helped me find good friendships and it has helped me get 
to the best schools that will be beneficial for me and my career 
path. I was hesitant to start S2S because I didn’t understand the 
purpose. I now see that it is to provide a better education and 
programs to prepare us for higher learning. Also, I have met some 
great friends both in school and at the Boys and Girls Club.

I have to give credit to two of my favorite teachers: Mr. Spencer 
and Mr. Chris. Being in Mr. Spencer’s class has helped me to like 
social studies better. Mr. Chris is a great math teacher. He gives us 
the simplest ways to solve problems, he is understanding when 
we say we don’t understand, and he gives us a variety of ways to 
solve the problems. S2S has made me believe that I can obtain my 
goals and be optimistic about my future.

Reagan Hubbard
8th grader, Triangle Day school

“As a 
mother I want to provide 

the best education for Reagan possible. 
S2S has been a great resource that has helped 

me provide the education THAT I wanted for my child. 
The programs that are provided through S2S to help 

the children prepare for college life ARE priceless. 
I appreciate all who have joined together to 

provide this wonderful service to the 
community.”



A Message from Traci Adams
Executive Director

Dear Friends,

I am grateful for the opportunity to lead Students to 
Scholars. Supporting students and families as they apply 
to and move through independent middle schools has been 
an enlightening and rewarding journey for me. This year, 
2024, is a very special year for Students to Scholars. We are not 
only celebrating two graduates from our program as they move 
into high school but are also celebrating the three students in the 
inaugural year, the ones who started it all, who are graduating from 
high school. NNAMDI OGBOKO is attending the University of Georgia; 
JAROD BRYANT will be attending Winston-Salem State University, and TALEAH 
FIELDS will be attending UNC-CHARLOTTE. We are all so proud of all that these 
students have accomplished. In these students’ successes is the promise of success for 
our current and future scholars. I am grateful to a host of supporters who have contributed 
to us with their time, talent, and financial gifts to help us accomplish our mission of supporting 
these Scholars.

To our students and families, thank you for your interest, your bravery, and your commitment to 
Students to Scholars. It has been an honor getting to know you all over the year. I appreciate your 
support and participation in our programs. It is for you and with you that Students to Scholars 
exists and flourishes.

To our staff and volunteers, thank you for the gift of your time and talent to Students to Scholars. 
You are on the front lines of what we do.

To our community partners, thank you for supporting Students to Scholars. We appreciate your 
cooperation and alliance as we work together to strengthen the Durham community.

To our donors, thank you for your unwavering support. Students to Scholars would not be able to 
do this without you.

In closing, I look forward to working with you all to support our students and families in the new 
academic year.

Warmly,

Traci



Our partnership with Hill Learning continues to offer our Scholars an opportunity to 
attend Hill Summer, a five-week Summer academic experience of daily instruction in 
reading, writing, and math that children look forward to. This outstanding program allows 
our new students to begin working on their academic and study skills before they begin 
their new independent middle school and gives current Scholars an extra academic boost.

A new partnership with Duke University’s Pre-College Program provided 
full scholarships to a middle school Scholar and a graduate high school Scholar to 
their Pre-College Summer Program, where they experienced  advanced academic 

opportunities and an introduction to the college experience by living on-campus 
for two weeks. Students loved the experience! In 2024, the Duke Pre-College 

program provided four scholarships to us for their Summer program.

In a new partnership, the North Carolina School of 
Science and Mathematics provided two scholarships 
for our students to their Summer Accelerator program.

The Boys & Girls Club of Durham and Orange Counties and the Salvation 
Army Boys & Girls Club continue to be the primary sources of our recruitment 
of new families. We are forever grateful for their support of our mission to empower 
promising students from under-resourced communities to access and excel in 
independent middle schools, preparing them for success in high school and college.

UNC’S Kenan-Flagler Business School STAR program created a 1/3/5 
year strategic plan for Students to Scholars, thanks to the generous gift of a donor. 

This is our first strategic plan for growth.

2023
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Building a Bridge Between Communities



THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Karis Boyd-Sinkler, PhD 
Jenna Fitch

Patty Lynde-Freeman
Kristen Gamble

Samantha Gottlieb

Amani Mohammed
Ava and Lee Nackman
Lauren and Jeff Miller

Katelyn Parker
Lori and Tim Rowe

Charles Shi
Jack and Pam Swinney

Beth and John Tart
Holt and Trish Whiting 

Jeremy Yarden
Anna Stinson

Diana Eastwood
Makiya Mackey 

Janny Gaines
Alexandra Odom
Andrew Adams

Adan Younus
Sade’ Pegues
Allison Conell
Jasmine Fisher

Taylor Slaughter

of Durham

We give our thanks to the many individuals, companies, and foundations who support our mission including:

ASSOCIATE SCHOOLS

SUPPORTERS

MAJOR CONTRIBUTORS

G.A. LaPlaca Family Fund

The James A. Cunningham 
Foundation

Bonnie and Jim CoxBob Powell Thomas Hutton

The Drayton and Laura 
Virkler Fund



Students to Scholars Staff & Academic Coaches

Alyssa Cooper
Success & Support Coordinator

NCCU, 2025

Jeremy Yarden
Academic Coach & Volunteer

Katelyn Parker
NC Central University

Janny Gaines
Academic Coach

Traci Adams
S2S Executive Director

Dianna Eastwood
Academic Coach

Karis Boyd-Sinkler, PhD
Director of DEI, Pratt School of 
Engineering, Duke University

Anna Stinson
Academic Coach

Samantha Gottlieb
Senior, Duke University 
Biology/Sociology Major



A Message from

Jeanne Langley
Co-Founder of Students to Scholars

In 2017, I helped to co-found Students to Scholars out of passion that kids from historically marginalized 
communities should not have their futures determined by the zip code in which they live but should be 
given an opportunity for a great education that would prepare them for the college track in high school. 
I couldn’t be happier to be passing the torch of leadership to the exceptional team of leaders on our 
Board. They come from diverse backgrounds, have a wide variety of talents, and all share my passion 
for Students to Scholars’ mission of educational opportunity. Please meet:

Jessica Thornton, 
Treasurer & Fundraising 

Committee Chair

Meriel Parker, 
Secretary

Takeasia McArn, 
Programs Committee 

Chair

Chelsea Nielsen, 
Co-Chair

Khari Williams, 
Co-Chair

Allan Berliant, 
Vice-Chair

Leisha DeRiso, 
Governance Committee 

Chair

Alphonzo Hedgepeth, 
Board Member

Annise Weaver, 
Board Member



This thoughtful and dedicated Board will oversee the growth of 
our organization, working with our Executive Director and staff. 
I hope that you will support their commitment to our mission 
with your own commitment to our growth.

As for me, retirement from Students to Scholars’ leadership 
doesn’t mean that I’m retiring from working for our mission 
of equity in education. I will keep working to support the 
organization through fundraising and hope to continue to see 
you in that capacity.

Creating and leading Students to Scholars for the past seven 
years has been a great honor for me. With my deep thanks 
and best wishes to all you, our supporters, who have given us 
your time, talent, financial contributions, and support, I look 
forward to continuing to serve more children to have this life-
changing opportunity of an excellent middle school education 
that will prepare them for success on the college path and the 
future they envision.

Jeanne with Shy Williams, an alum 
of Students to Scholars and a junior 
at Durham Academy
Photo by John Michael Simpson

... Jeanne’s message continued

Jeanne
Please donate today to help us identify and support more 
promising children for this opportunity of an outstanding 

middle school education by mailing your donations to:

Thank you for keeping our “Bridge Between Communities” 
open for many more promising students so that they can have 

the opportunity of an excellent education.

PO Box 52022 
Durham, NC 27717

Or donate online at 
www.students2scholars.org


