
Early Intervention in Middle School
We are the only program in NC that works 
to close the “opportunity gap” in middle 
school by supporting promising children 
from under-resourced communities to enroll 
and succeed in local independent middle 
schools. Middle school is the hardest time to 
get right in the K-12 educational journey and 
it’s the critical period to help underserved 
youth prepare for the college preparatory 
path in high school.

Identify Promising Students
We identify students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
grades from historically underserved 
communities who show academic promise 
and who may or may not be achieving their 
academic potential. We focus on families 
whose income is 2-3X of the poverty level. 
Our identification process is based on 
academic promise, income, and family 
support, not on the highest scores on 
academic tests.

Programming to Support Success
We provide a scaffold of services beginning 
in 3rd grade, including academic tutoring 
support for applicants in third, fourth, and fifth 
grades, and throughout all middle school years 
for the students accepted to our independent 
associate school to help them achieve academic 
excellence. We provide culturally affirming 
programming to foster character and leadership 
development; reinforce our students’ cultural 
contribution to their new schools (many are 
entering a racially and economically diverse 
learning environment for the first time); and 
to building a community of giving back to help 
more students have this opportunity.

We Work with Independent Schools 
Our students attend local independent 
middle schools with different teaching 
styles and, for Summer programs, the highly 
regarded Hill Learning. All schools offer a low 
pupil-to-teacher ratio to provide students 
with individual attention attuned to their 
learning style.

78% of NC Black and LatinX 4th graders are not reading at grade level1 and 
this number only increases as the students age, leaving few prepared for 
college-preparatory classes in high school and to graduate from college. As 
a result, few achieve the economic security that a college degree offers.

Students to Scholars creates a bridge between communities 
with schools, The Boys & Girls Clubs, and families.
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1 (National Association of Educational Progress: https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/reading_2017/#/states/gaps?grade=4)
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